363


A Date with China-South Asia Expo in Spring City

 “Rolling mountains and surging waters constitute a fascinating pattern on the hilly plains; natural resources and cultural deposits nurtured generations of our forefathers.” In his Ode to Spring City, Mr. Zhou Shanfu did not bother to conceal his affection for Kunming, a city of almost eternally mild weather. 

 “Mount Jinma is like a magical steed in the east; Mount Biji resembles a soaring phoenix in the west; Mount Sheshan wriggles like a snake in the north; and Mount Crane is like a white-feathered fowl in the south.” The long couplet on Daguan Tower depicts a wonderful panoramic picture that people always take delight in talking about. 

Where is Kunming?

Kunming, tucked away in the south-western corner of China, actually sits at the heart of Asia. It connects with Southeast Asia and South Asia and is within easy reach of the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. It is regarded as “a paradise on earth and a liveable land” since ancient times. In 1284, Marco Polo stood by the Dianchi Lake and shouted his praise of Kunming: “What a city!” 

Summer or winter, it is like spring all the year round. Such a climate is simply exceptional in the world. With blooming flowers and lush vegetation in all seasons, Kunming is justifiably referred to as a “city of eternal spring”. Here, historic culture, ethnic culture, ecological culture, Buddhist culture, trendy urban culture and exotic frontier culture complement with one another; Central Plains culture, local culture, South Asian culture and Southeast Asian culture collide and blend with each other, giving Spring City the inclusive temperament that is “oriental yet occidental, traditional yet modern”. 

Many men of letters became emotionally attached to Kunming. Yang Shuo “was enchanted upon stepping into Kunming”; Wang Zengqi found “Kunming’s rainy season bright, full and charming”; Lin Huiyin claimed that “Kunming is perpetually beautiful regardless of the weather”; Li Guangtian saw in the crab-apple flowers on Mount Yuantong “not only spring splendour but a flourishing age as well”; even the sparsely inhabited Dianhua Alley, or Alley of Indigo-Blue Flowers, “makes people forget its humbleness” with an elegant and poetic name. 

Here, “the lovely spring beckons you with the misty scenery, and the nature feasts your eyes with gorgeous colours. You can meet with friends in the blooming peach garden and spend some happy time together.” The things are just as they were, but men are no longer the same ones. Here in Kunming and now in early summer, just as the sea rejects no rivers, we are ready to embrace the world with open arms and open minds. We welcome friends and business people from all over the planet to share the fruit of China-South Asia Expo and join hands with us in writing a brilliant chapter of win-win cooperation. 

Since its first session in June 2013, the China-South Asia Expo is held in Kunming on a yearly basis and has reaped a streak of successes. Every year prominent personages and business moguls come in time from home and abroad. The past three years witnessed the exhibition area expand from 50,000 square meters to 130,000 square meters, the number of participating countries increase from 42 to 75, the number of exhibitors grow from 1,200 to nearly 3,200 and the number of visits climb from 400,000 to 740,000. More importantly, the quality of exhibits kept improving and the transaction volume was on a constant rise. 

 “Mount Jinma is like a magical steed galloping up; Mount Biji is like a phoenix coming with grace.” The China-South Asia Expo is a grand occasion for economic and trade exchanges, a forefront of technological innovation, a window of financial services and a stage of intercultural communication. With the world multi-polarization, economic globalization, cultural diversification and social informatisation, the China-South Asia Expo is committed to establishing a big platform for communication between China and other countries and building a new centre for international cooperation. 

As we brush the dust off the millennium-old Silk Road, a thoroughfare is showing itself. The concepts of wide consultations, joint contribution and shared benefits advocated by the Belt and Road Initiative have become the bone of China-South Asia Expo; the principles of “win-win cooperation as well as amity, sincerity, mutual benefit and inclusiveness” have become the blood of China-South Asia Expo. In the picturesque Spring City, the China-South Asia Expo, open and multi-faceted, is playing an invaluable role of a window and a platform in promoting inter-regional understanding, facilitating consensus-building and deepening cooperation. 

The 4th China-South Asia Expo is scheduled to kick off in June 2016. Dear friends, do come to the Spring City of Kunming to “drink a cup of wine in the sunglow”. Dear friends, do come to the peacock-shaped Dianchi Convention and Exhibition Centre. May the beautiful peacock help you achieve the dream of development! Let’s dance with China-South Asia Expo and share the bright future of Asia!

